
 

 

 

 

Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 

 

Grade/Course Grade Seven / English Language Arts  
Unit of Study Unit One:  Reading Literature / Writing Narratives  
Pacing  5 – 7 Weeks 

 

UNIT STANDARDS 

PRIORITY STANDARDS 

 
Reading Literature 

RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

RL.7.2   Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of 

the text. 
RL.7.4   Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 

rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific 
verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama. 

RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of 
different characters or narrators in a text. 

 
Writing/Narrative 

W.7.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 

using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured 
event sequences. 
W.7.3a Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of 

view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 
W.7.3b Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, 

to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 
W.7.3c Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey 

sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another. 
W.7.3d Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and 
sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/
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events. 

W.7.3e Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated 
experiences or events. 

W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 

 
 

 
 
SUPPORTING STANDARDS 

 

Reading Literature 
RL.7.3  Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting 

            shapes the characters or plot). 
RL.7.5   Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) 
             contributes to its meaning  

RL.7.7 Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, 
            staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to 

            each medium (e.g. lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film.) 
 
Writing 

W.7.5  With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
            writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new  
            approach, focusing on how well purpose has been addressed.  

W.7.6  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to 
            and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others, including  

            linking to and citing sources. 
W.7.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
           and research. 

a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and 
contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a 

historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how 
authors of fiction use or alter history”). 

W.7.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,   

metacognition/self-corrections and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 
 
Speaking and Listening 

SL.7.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
           groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and  
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           issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own  

clearly. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under 

study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, 
text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 
b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and 

deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and 

comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on 
topic as needed. 
d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, 

modify their own views. 
SL.7.2  Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and  

            formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a 
            topic, text, or issue under study. 
SL.7.6  Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of  

            formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
 

Language 
L.7.1   Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
           usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their 
function in specific sentences. 

b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex 
sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 

c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and 

correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 
L.7.2   Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,  

           punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
a. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a 
fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old [,] green shirt). 

b. Spell correctly. 
L.7.3   Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, 

           or listening. 
a. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, 

recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy. 

L.7.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and  
          phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 

         strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a 

word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a 

word or phrase. 
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b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as 

clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 
c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), 

both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 
clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
d.  Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase 

(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary) 
L.7.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain- 

          specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a   
          word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 

 

“UNWRAPPED” District Power Standards 

 

District Power Standards 
 
Reading Literature: 

RL.7.1 CITE several pieces of textual evidence and MAKE relevant connections to 
SUPPORT analysis of what the text     says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 

the text. 
 
RL.7.4 DETERMINE the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings; ANALYZE the impact of rhymes and 
other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or 

section of a story or drama. 
 
Writing  

W.7.3 WRITE narratives to DEVELOP real or imagined experiences or events USING 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 
W.7.3a ENGAGE and ORIENT the reader by ESTABLISHING a context and point of 
view and INTRODUCING a narrator and/or characters; ORGANIZE an event sequence 

that unfolds naturally and logically. 
 

W.7.3b. USE narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to 
DEVELOP experiences, events, and/or characters. 
 

 
“Unwrapped” Skills “Unwrapped” Concepts DOK 



5 
 

 

 

(students need to be able to 

do) 

(students need to know) Levels 

 
POWER STANDARD: RL.7.1 

CITE 

 
 

SUPPORT 
 
 

 
 

MAKE 

 

● textual evidence 
 

● analysis 
o what the text says 

explicitly 

o inferences drawn  
 

● relevant connections 

 

3 
 

 
3 
 

 
 

3 
 

Students Know: 

● An analysis is a detailed examination of text based on explicit and implicit 
information. 

● Citing textual evidence means quoting, summarizing, or paraphrasing from a text 
to support an argument or claim. 

● Inferences are drawn through background knowledge and details in a text. 

Students Can: 

● Identify implicit and explicit clues in literary text. 

● Identify textual evidence that will support a claim or stance. 
● Support a claim with relevant, explicit examples or evidence. 

● Support a claim with relevant, implicit examples or evidence. 

 

 
POWER STANDARD: RL.7.4 

          

       DETERMINE 
 
 

 

ANALYZE 

 

● Meaning of words and phrases  
o Figurative 
o Connotative 

 
● Impact of rhymes and other 

repetitions of sounds 
● poems, stories, dramas 

 

 
2 
 

 
 

3 
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Students Know: 

● A stanza or verse is a group of lines in a poem, set off by a space. 

● A rhyme is the repetition of an identical or similarly accented sound or sounds. 
● Rhyme scheme is a set pattern of rhymes at the end of a verse or stanza.  
● An alliteration is a pattern of sound that includes the repetition of consonant 

sounds in the beginning of successive words or within the words of a text. 
● Words have connotations (associations or secondary meanings) as well as 

denotations (the dictionary definition of a word) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, 
diplomatic, condescending). 

● Tone is the author's attitude toward the topic conveyed through words and 

phrases. 
● Every text has a tone, and that an author's choice of words and phrases controls 

the tone of the text. 

Students Can: 

● Determine how the author's use of words and phrases controls the meaning/tone 
of the text. 

● Explain how the author's use of figurative language further illustrates/expands the 
purpose and meaning of the text. 

● Explain how the author's use of connotative meanings conveys the author's 

stance within a text. 
● Determine how rhymes and alliterations impact (e.g., unify thoughts, create 

verbal appeal, or emphasize specific words) in verses or stanzas of a poem, or 

selections of a story or drama. 
● Identify figurative language in text (e.g., similes and metaphors). 

 

 
POWER STANDARD: W.7.3 

WRITE 
 

 
DEVELOP 
 

 
 

USE 

● Narratives 
 

● real or imagined experiences or 
events 

 

 
● effective technique 

● relevant descriptive details 
● well-structured event sequences. 

 

 

 
 

 
3 
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Students Know: 

● That characters can be developed in a narrative through their own actions or 

thoughts in a narrative. 
● That a speaker helps develop the events and sequence of events in a narrative. 
● That the speaker, audience and purpose must be connected to effectively write a 

narrative. 

Students Can: 

● Integrate audience, speaker and purpose to improve a narrative. 
● Determine the most effective way of combining speaker, audience and purpose 

with effective techniques, details, and event sequences. 
● Develop audience, speaker and purpose through figurative language to improve 

a narrative. 

 

 
POWERSTANDARD: W.7.3a 

 ENGAGE 

ORIENT 
 
ESTABLISH 

 
INTRODUCE 
 

ORGANIZE 

● reader 

 
● context  
● point of view 

 
● narrator and/or characters 

 

● event sequence that unfolds 
naturally and logically. 

 

 

 
 
 

3 

Students Know: 

● Context means where and when a story takes place in a narrative text. 

● Context is established to engage and orient the reader (e.g., setting, 
circumstance). 

● That point of view is the perspective from which the story is told (e.g., first 
person, third person). 

● That writing in the first person limits the reader to one character's perspective 

(e.g., using pronouns such as "I" or "we"). 
● That writing in the third person allows more freedom in how the story is told (e.g., 

using pronouns such as "he", "she", and "they"). 
● There are different character types (e.g., protagonist, antagonist). 
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● Events in a narrative text are organized sequentially. 

Students Can: 

● Determine how to engage the reader at the beginning of a narrative text. 
● Determine how to establish the context for the narrative. 
● Determine from what point-of-view the story will be written (e.g., first person, third 

person). 
● Determine the narrator and characters to include in a narrative text. 

● Determine how to organize the narrative to maintain a natural and logical flow for 
the reader. 

 

 

 
POWER STANDARD: W.7.3b 

USE 
 

 
 

 
DEVELOP 

● narrative techniques 
o dialogue 

o pacing 
o description 

 
● experiences 
●  events  

● characters. 
 

2 
 

 
 

 
3 
 

Students Know: 

● A story is developed using narrative techniques (e.g., dialogue and interior 
monologue provide insight into the narrator's and characters' personalities and 

motives). 
● A narrative is developed using relevant details about scenes, objects, or people 

to describe specific actions (e.g., movement, gestures, postures, expressions). 
● A narrative is developed using well-structured event sequences to manipulate 

pace, to highlight significance of events, and create tension or suspense. 

Students Can: 

● Determine if dialogue should be used in my writing. 

● Develop the visual details of scenes, objects, and people in narrative writing. 
● Compose details that depict specific actions (e.g., movements, gestures, 

postures and expressions). 
● Develop dialogue that provides insight into the narrator's and characters' 
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personalities and motives. 

● Manipulate the pace of a story to highlight significant events, or to create tension 
and suspense. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Unit Vocabulary Terms 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  

analysis/analyze 

connotative 
context 

determine 
develop 
dialogue 

figurative 
inference 

     narrative 

organize 
pacing 

point of view 
sequence 
textual evidence 

make 
relevant connections 

 
 

 

 

clauses 

contrast 
coordinate adjectives 

develop 
edit  
publish 

purpose 
redundancy 
revise 
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Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

● How do readers construct meaning 
from text? 

 

 
 

● How do the rules of language affect 
communication? 

 

 
 

● What makes a narrative effective? 
 

 

 

● Readers use a variety of strategies, 
including inferential and contextual 
analysis, to construct meaning from 

text. 
 

● Rules and conventions of language 
help readers and writers clarify 
meaning. 

 
 

● Effective narratives engage the 
reader with a context and clear 
point of view and include 

techniques such as dialogue, 
pacing, and description.  

 

 

 

District Assessments 

 

 
 

Unit 1 Pre-Assessment 

 

 
 

ELA Grade 7 Common Assessment  

 
(See district assessment calendar) 

 

Essential Questions Post-Assessment 
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Engaging Learning Scenario 

 

Imagine you have the chance to meet your favorite vocalist and play a part in helping 

him/her to write the next number one hit. All you have to do is share a significant 

experience in your life that inspired you in some way. The vocalist is looking for a 

connection between your life story and his/her new hit. When you write your personal 

narrative, include all the important details so that your piece is vivid and easily 

understood. Everyone in the seventh grade is going to participate, so the competition is 

going to be tough!  After submitting your narrative, a secret panel of judges will select the 

top 10 stories that will be sent to the vocalist for the final decision. Good luck! 

 

Performance Task Synopses 

Task 1:  Read and analyze poems and song lyrics. 
 

Task 2:  Write a narrative inspired by a poem or song. 
 

Task 3:  Create a “heart map” and poem about inspirational events/experiences in your life. 
 
Task 4:  Write your inspirational personal narrative/memoir. 

 

 

 

Performance Task # 1 

In Detail 

Power Standards: RL.7.1, RL.7.4 

 
Additional Standards: L.7.4, L.7.5 

 
Task 1 Detailed: Read and analyze poems and song lyrics 

● Choose three poetic pieces; select at least one that we have read in class and one 
song. 

● For each of the three pieces, complete a graphic organizer in which you determine 

the meaning of three words and/or phrases as they are used in the text. Be sure to 
include figurative and connotative meanings.  

● Select a verse or stanza from one of the poems/songs and write an analysis of how 
the rhymes and other sound repetitions impact the meaning of that verse or stanza, 
using textual evidence to support your ideas. 
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POEM/SONG TITLE:                                            AUTHOR: 

 
LINE WORD/PHRASE INTERPRETATION 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

   
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

 

 
4 3 

 

2 

 

1 

 All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 
 Includes 

analysis of the 
impact of 
specific word 

choices on 
meaning and 

tone 
 

 Selects three 
poetic pieces, 

including one 
read in class 

and one song 
 Determines the 

meaning of 

three 
words/phrases 

in each of three 
poems/songs  

 Includes 

figurative and 
connotative 

meanings  

 Meets _4_ of the 
“Proficient” 

criteria 
 

 Meets fewer than 
_4_ of the 

“Proficient” criteria 
 Task to be repeated 

after re-teaching 
 Comments: 
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 Writes an 
analysis of how 

rhymes and 
other sound 
repetitions 

impact the 
meaning of a 

specific 
verse/stanza in 
a poem or 

song.  
 Includes textual 

evidence that 
supports the 
analysis.  

 
 

 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections  

Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #1 

 ✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

X❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

X❑ Innovation and Creativity  

X❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

X❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 

Performance Task # 2 
In Detail 

Power Standards: RL.7.1, W.7.3, W.7.3a   

 

Additional Standards: SL.7.1, L.7.1, L.7.2 
 

Task 2 Detailed:  Write a fictional narrative inspired by a poem or song 
 
Review the poems and song lyrics from Task #1 and imagine the stories that may have 

inspired them. 
● Select one of the poems or song lyrics and determine what experiences or events 

may have inspired the writer. 
● Write a fictional narrative showing these experiences or events. 
● Establish a context and point of view. 

● Introduce a narrator and/or characters. 
● Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

 
Analysis 

● After sharing your narrative, be prepared to give a brief explanation showing how 

the poem or song you selected inspired your narrative. Be ready to provide several 
pieces of textual evidence to support your explanation. 
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Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 

 
4 3 

 

2 

 

1 

 All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 Uses narrative 
techniques such 

as dialogue, 
pacing and 
description. 

 

 Writes a 
fictional 

narrative 
inspired by a 

poem or song 
 Establishes a 

context and 

point of view. 
 Introduces a 

narrator 
and/or 
characters   

 Organizes an 
event 

sequence 
that unfolds 
naturally and 

logically.  
 Demonstrates 

command of 

English 
grammar, 

usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, 

and spelling 
 

 Meets _4__ of 
the “Proficient” 

criteria 
 

 Meets fewer than 
_4_ of the 

“Proficient” criteria 
 Task to be 

repeated after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 

 

 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections  

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #2 

 ✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  

 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

X❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

X❑ Innovation and Creativity  

X❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

X❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 
Performance Task # 3 

In Detail 

 
Power Standards: W.7.3, W.7.3b   

 
Additional Standards:  W.7.3c, W.7.5 

 
Task 3 Detailed: Create a “heart map” about inspirational events/experiences in your life. 

● Using the heart map template, capture your ideas about significant people, places, 

events, and experiences in your life.  
● Choose one idea and write a narrative poem or song about it. 

● Use description to develop your ideas. 
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Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

 

 
4 3 

 

2 

 

1 

 All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 Uses a variety of 
transition words, 

phrases, and 
clauses to convey 
sequence and 

signal shifts 
 

 

 Creates a 
heart map 

showing 
important 

people, 
places, 
events and 

experiences 
 Writes a 

narrative 
poem about 
one idea in 

the heart map 
 Uses 

description to 
develop 
experiences 

and events 
 Demonstrates 

command of 
English 
grammar, 

usage, 
capitalization, 

punctuation, 
and spelling 
 

 Meets __3_ of 
the “Proficient” 

criteria 
 

 Meets fewer than 
_3_ of the 

“Proficient” criteria 
 Task to be 

repeated after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 

 

 

 
 

Key 
4 = Exceeding the Standards 
3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 
1= Below Standard 

 



18 
 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections  

Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #3 

 

 
 

✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  

 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

X❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

X❑ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

X❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X❑ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 

Performance Task # 4 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards: W.7.3, W.7.3a, W.7.3b 

 
Additional Standards: W.7.3c, W.7.3d, W.7.3e, W.7.5, L.7.1, L.7.2 

 
 
Task 4 Detailed:  Write your inspirational personal narrative/memoir. 

 
Develop the idea you chose from Task #3 into a full narrative using the writing process. 

This is the story that may inspire your favorite vocalist’s next hit! When it is complete, you 
will enter it into the competition. Good luck! 
 

● Develop your experiences and/or events by 
o engaging and orienting the reader by establishing context and point of view 

o introducing  the narrator (you) and other characters 
o organizing an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically 
o using dialogue, pacing, and description to develop the experiences, events, 

and characters 
o using a variety of transitions to convey sequence and signal shifts 

o using precise words and phrases, descriptive details, and sensory language 
o providing a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated 

experiences and events 
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● Participate in the peer review process for revision and editing 

● Publish a final draft of your narrative 
 

 
Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 

 
4 3 

 

2 

 

1 

 All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 Creates a smooth 
progression of 
events 

 

Narrative: 
 Engages and 

orients the 
reader by 
establishing 

context and 
point of view  

 Introduces 
narrator and 
other 

characters 
 Organizes an 

event 
sequence 
that unfolds 

naturally and 
logically.  

 Uses a 

variety of 
transitions to 

convey 
sequence 
and signal 

shifts in time 
and place 

 Uses precise 
words and 
phrases, 

descriptive 
details, and 

sensory 
language 

 Provides a 

conclusion 

 Meets _7__ of 
the “Proficient” 

criteria 
 

 Meets fewer than 
_7_ of the 

“Proficient” criteria 
 Task to be 

repeated after re-

teaching 
 Comments: 
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that follows 

from and 
reflects on 
narrated 

experiences 
and events. 

 Provides 
evidence of 
participation 

in peer 
review for 

revision and 
editing 

 

 Publishes a 

final draft  
 

 Demonstrates 
mastery of 
English 

grammar, 
usage, 

capitalization, 
punctuation, 
and spelling. 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections Specific 

to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #4 

 ✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  

 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

X❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

X❑ Innovation and Creativity  

X❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

X❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

Differentiation 
Strategies 
(Additional 

Supports + 
Enrichment) 

Intervention 
Strategies 

 

Specially Designed 
Instruction for 

Special Education 

Students 

Strategies for 
English Language 

Learners 

Provide consistent 

review of any lesson 
before introducing 

new information. 
 

Highlight important 

concepts in text of 
material. 

 
Utilize tangible 
models /instructional 

aids when teaching 
abstract concepts. 

Present new 
information using 

outlines, advance 
organizers, and 
notes. 

Use graphic 

organizers to offer a 
visual framework for 

assimilating new 
information. 

Ask questions while 
reading to encourage 
deeper investigation 

of concepts. 

Scaffold the 
instruction by using, 
creating smaller 

chunks of information 
for understanding and 

processing of the 
learning objectives. 

Encourage feedback 
from student to check 

Break a complex task 

into easier, more 
"doable" steps to 

facilitate student 
achievement. 
 

Show students an 
example of the 

desired outcome 
before they complete 

the task. 

Stop at key points 

when delivering in 
order to determine 

student 
comprehension 
 

Interact frequently 

Build background 
knowledge before 

teaching a lesson. 
Help students build 

connections and 
associations in order 
to access background 

knowledge or 
previously taught 

information. 

Directly teach 
learning strategies. 
Demonstrate how to 

organize information, 
how to select the 

main idea and 
supporting details, 
and how to sequence 

and summarize. 
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Differentiate 

instruction by using 
all levels of Bloom’s 

Taxonomy to ask 
questions and plan 
learning activities. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

for understanding. 

 

 

 

with the student in 

order to maintain 
involvement with 

class assignments. 
 
Explain clearly each 

academic task and 
the specific criteria 

needed to 
successfully complete 
the task. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Make the explanation 

of the task clear in a 
step-by-step manner 

with visuals. 

Use techniques such 
as marking essential 

concepts and 
vocabulary with a 
highlighter, labeling, 

using word banks, 
and organizing 

information on 
various types of 
graphic organizers, 

maps, graphs, time 
lines. 

Label steps as you 

model and post the 
steps with an 
example on a poster 

or handout. 
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Instructional Resources and Materials 

 
Physical Technology-Based 

McDougal Littell Literature 7th Grade (red) 
text - Unit Five 

● On-line access to text book 
● Corresponding activities to specific 

texts from McDougal Littell 
supplemental resources 

● Story elements diagram 

 
Contemporary songs: 

Grenade (Bruno Mars) 
Girl on Fire (Alicia Keys) 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 Heart Mapping and Writing by Georgia Heard 
http://www.wsra.org/assets/Convention/Handou

ts_2013/a6%20georgia%20heard%20heart%20ma
pping.pdf  
 
Grenade (Bruno Mars) Lyrics 

http://www.songlyrics.com/bruno-
mars/grenade-lyrics/ 

 
Girl on Fire (Alicia Keys) Lyrics 
http://www.songlyrics.com/alicia-keys/girl-on-

fire-lyrics/ 
 

 
TP-CASTT  
Poetry Analysis 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/
30738_analysis.pdf  

Prezi 
http://prezi.com/7esqy9o9mqjb/tp-castt-
poetry-analysis/  

 
Seventh Grade Poetry Online 

http://www.poets.org/poetsorg/anthology/7th-
grade-poetry-online  
 

Poetic Terms 
http://quizlet.com/9916695/poetic-device-

terms-and-examples-flash-cards/  
Poetic Terms Assessment 
http://quizlet.com/9916695/test  

 
Video: Poetic Devices in Songs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EIWTXqJ
z4mU  
 

 
 

 

http://www.wsra.org/assets/Convention/Handouts_2013/a6%20georgia%20heard%20heart%20mapping.pdf
http://www.wsra.org/assets/Convention/Handouts_2013/a6%20georgia%20heard%20heart%20mapping.pdf
http://www.wsra.org/assets/Convention/Handouts_2013/a6%20georgia%20heard%20heart%20mapping.pdf
http://www.songlyrics.com/bruno-mars/grenade-lyrics/
http://www.songlyrics.com/bruno-mars/grenade-lyrics/
http://www.songlyrics.com/alicia-keys/girl-on-fire-lyrics/
http://www.songlyrics.com/alicia-keys/girl-on-fire-lyrics/
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/30738_analysis.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/30738_analysis.pdf
http://prezi.com/7esqy9o9mqjb/tp-castt-poetry-analysis/
http://prezi.com/7esqy9o9mqjb/tp-castt-poetry-analysis/
http://www.poets.org/poetsorg/anthology/7th-grade-poetry-online
http://www.poets.org/poetsorg/anthology/7th-grade-poetry-online
http://quizlet.com/9916695/poetic-device-terms-and-examples-flash-cards/
http://quizlet.com/9916695/poetic-device-terms-and-examples-flash-cards/
http://quizlet.com/9916695/test
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EIWTXqJz4mU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EIWTXqJz4mU
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Lesson Suggestions 

 

●  Use the TP-CASTT strategy to analyze poems and song lyrics. 
 

● Pose questions about words, action, or details that require students to look closely at 
the text for answers. 

 
● Show students how you would choose evidence from the text to support an inference. 

Discuss with them the questions you would ask to arrive at that selection. 

● Provide several pieces of evidence and ask them to determine what idea in the text the 
evidence supports. 

● Offer students a set of samples of evidence of different degrees of specificity and 
quality to evaluate, requiring them to choose the one that is best and provide a 
rationale for their choice. 

● “Think aloud” about the process of making inferences. Have students assist in finding 
and using evidence to support inferences. 

● Through collaborative discussion, create a list of different pieces of evidence students 
might cite; together, develop and apply criteria to evaluate the different pieces to 
identify those that offer the strongest, most effective support. Then, ask students to 

apply these same criteria to new evidence they find as they read the rest of the text 
themselves. 

● Show students how to examine a text by scrutinizing its words, sentence structures, 

and other details needed to understand its meaning. 
 

● “Think-aloud” while reading to the class to show how you puzzle out a word or phrase 
using syntactic, semantic, typographic, etymological, and other types of information to 
decipher words. 

 
● Direct students’ attention to words used figuratively and ask them to determine a word’s 

meaning and explain how its use affects the meaning of other words around it or 
contributes to the meaning of the text. 
 

● Have students assess whether a set or series of words used figuratively in a text has a 
unifying theme (e.g. they are all related to gardens, sports, the law) and, if they do, 
what the theme is and how that set of words adds meaning to the text. 

 

● Read aloud examples of poetry with strong rhymes and/or other repetitions of sounds 
such as alliteration. Lead students in a discussion of how these sounds contribute to 

the meaning of the poem. 
 

● Read a variety of narratives similar to and slightly different from the personal narrative 

you want them to write. 
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● Generate with students a list of the elements of an effective narrative that are found in 
the text under consideration. 
 

● Lead students through the creation of a detailed observation about an event, process, 
or experience. Guide them with examples and questions that prompt them to add 
sensory details. Generate with them questions they should ask and apply to the 

narrative as they write the second part, which comments on the meaning or importance 
of what they observed. 

 
● Have students analyze the dialogue and other techniques used in the stories they read 

for ideas they can use in their own. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Source :  Burke, Jim. The Common Core Companion, the Standards Decoded, Grades 6-8: What They Say, 
What They Mean, How to Teach Them. Corwin, 2013. Print 
 

 


